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EDITORIAL
Your editor approaches this page with mixed feelings, for this is the last
time he will have the freedom to address the membership without
restraint. Looking back, I see that my first editorial, forty issues ago, was
a very short ‘hello’, as I took over the reins from Chris and Rosetta
Plummer. Now it’s a (probably not as short) ‘goodbye’, although don’t
think for one moment that I’m going to be leaving the Society to its own
devices.
Editorials are often vehicles for the off-loading of opinion, and although
I’ve tried not to be too opinionated, I have allowed certain opinions to
have free rein. One opinion I hold is that members should contribute to
the activities of their Society, and in doing this I’ve often encouraged you
to research your local mills and to contribute information to Coflein, so
that others can see it and benefit from it. Another aim has been to
stimulate discussion and encourage members to bring together ideas and
information. I’ve included information about the activities of Cadw and
the developing policies of the Welsh Government which might have an
impact on our interest in mills. From time to time I’ve dared to introduce
pictures and information about sites outside Wales, expressing an opinion
that we can learn a lot by looking beyond the boundaries of this realm.
And I’ve tried, and I think succeeded, in producing this Newsletter strictly
to time.
To those of you who have assisted my efforts, I owe my grateful thanks.
I’ll mention George Lees, whose eagle eye never misses mill news on
Anglesey; Stuart Mousedale for news from the north east and elsewhere;
Andrew Findon for regular contributions, John Peck and Mike Bennett for
their rich researches in Pembrokeshire (an example to us all); Tim Booth
and Andrew Borland for cornucopias of photographs; Membership
Secretary Brian Malaws for the regular membership updates and for the
label database; Gerallt Nash for correcting my many typos; and not least,
our printers, Y Lolfa in Talybont under the ever obliging Paul Williams. I
hope you will continue to support Dafydd Wiliam, our new editor, as he
takes up the pen which I hereby surrender.
3

COVER STORY
Blackpool Mill, on the upper tidal reaches of the Eastern Cleddau in
Pembrokeshire, presents a sad frontage to the water as seen from the
adjacent Blackpool Bridge. The mill was built in 1813 for the Slebech
Estate on the site of a former ironworks, in severe classical style with a
five-storey central block flanked by symmetrical two-storey wings. Its
central internal waterwheel, 4.5m diameter and 3.5m wide, discharged
into the river through the far arch. The mill was completely refitted in
1901 by Armfields of Ringwood, Hampshire, with a turbine driving four inline pairs of stones on a cast iron hurst frame. The mill was opened to the
public in 1968, but closed in the 1990s.
In 2016 Bluestone Resorts Ltd were developing plans to bring the building
and adjacent land back to life, and sought advice from our chairman;
Gerallt’s detailed report can be found in Newsletter 126. Subsequently,
our own John Brandrick made a detailed survey of the mill, and so
expertly passed on his enthusiasm for the completeness of the Armfield
suite of machinery that Bluestone altered their plans so as to retain the
whole installation. Sadly Bluestone’s application to the Pembrokeshire
Coast National Park Authority in October 2016 was rejected, seemingly on
the grounds that the miniature steam railway which had been planned as
part of the development of the adjacent land was incompatible with the
character of the area. Now the mill, surrounded by temporary security
fencing, seems to brood over the river and over its own neglect. We hear
that Bluestone will be submitting a further planning application, and hope
that this fine and important mill may yet have a bright future.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 12th October 2019, SPAB Mills day of talks on the windmills and
watermills of the coast and counties of southern England - and beyond!
At Shawford Parish Hall, near Winchester: bookings had to be in by
September 23rd, but it’s worth a try. Members £40 (£35 without lunch),
non-members £5 more. Book at https://www.spab.org.uk/whats-on
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Saturday 19th October 2019, WMS Annual General Meeting and
Autumn meeting, 10.30 for 11.00.am at Penrhos Park, Llanrhystud,
Ceredigion. Further details and a booking form are enclosed with this
Newsletter.
Friday 24th April 2020, SPAB Mills course, “Maintenance Matters” at The
Windmill, Mill Field, Upminster, Essex. The cost is £130 including lunch,
£110 if booked by February 28th.
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Subscriptions: First Reminder
Annual subscriptions for the year 1st November 2019 to 31st October 2020
are due on 1st November.
The rate for ordinary membership is £25 although if you pay by Standing
Order or bank transfer the rate is reduced to £20. If you do pay by
Standing Order this makes our administration much easier. To pay by SO
or bank transfer our details are:
Welsh Mills Society
Sort Code: 30-93-98

Account Number: 01284752

If you need to pay by cheque (£25) please write out our name in full –
‘Welsh Mills Society’ or ‘Cymdeithas Melinau Cymru’ - as the abbreviation
“WMS/CMC” is not unique and so is not accepted by the bank’s
automated system. Please send any cheques to:
Dr Tim Haines
Coed Trewernau Mill
Abbeycwmhir
Llandrindod Wells
Powys LD1 6PG
Many thanks to all members for their continuing support of our Society.
Tim Haines
07801 458448

Membership Secretary/Treasurer
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MELIN INDEX
We now have 34 editions of Melin and over the years many mills have
been described in the papers that Melin includes. It therefore seems a
great idea to make an index of all the mills referred to, with a reference
back to the paper that they are described in. This should make a very
useful reference that would be placed on the membership page of our
website.
Brian and I have started to design and populate this index but it’s quite a
task with 34 Melin’s to work through, so we would be delighted if other
WMS members would like to help by looking through a few back copies of
Melin. All that is needed is your allocated editions of Melin (which we
can provide if you don’t have) and access to Excel (as we are using an
Excel spreadsheet to hold the index).
Please contact Brian (Brian.malaws@btinternet.com ) or myself
(haineswalters@aol.com) if you are able to help.
Mel Walters (Journal Editor)
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to The Mills Archive on becoming recipients of the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. The award was presented on
September 12th by the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire to Mildred Cookson,
Founder and Trustee, Nathanael Hodge, Archivist, and Tom Hine, a longstanding volunteer. The certificate, signed by the Queen, and a crystal
trophy are now proudly displayed in the library at Watlington House,
Reading.
The Science Museum has recently transferred that part of the Rex Wailes
Collection which had been deposited there in the 1980s to The Mills
Archive. Your Editor in particular welcomes this news, as the collection
had lain uncatalogued in the Science Museum’s archive store since 1988.
In 2009 he visited the archive, and saw and transcribed Rex Wailes’ diary
of his visit to Anglesey at Easter 1929 (see Melin 26). Subsequently, and
with Alan Stoyel and others from The Mills Archive, a volunteer team was
6

organised to catalogue the Science Museum’s Wailes material, but we
were refused access on the grounds that volunteers could not be allowed
to choose their own projects.
The collection now has to be examined to examine its content and assess
its conservation, digitisation and packaging needs, and a public funding
appeal will be launched in the autumn to enable it to be made available.
But the Trust is encouraging people with a specific interest or who have
memories of Rex to get in touch to arrange a visit, and to see the work
that goes into caring for such collections.
MUCKY MILLS GROUP
Whilst the last Newsletter made no mention of these activities, members
of the group have not been entirely idle. Saturday July 13th saw a very
select group at Carew Tide Mill: John (Brandrick), John (Peck) and John
(Crompton) accompanied by Richard, a long-time friend of John (Peck).
The objectives were for John B to begin a detailed survey of the mill, to
make a list of the items missing and misplaced from the two sets of mill
machinery, and – the tide tables having been consulted to ensure that
access to the basement would be safe – to carry out a detailed inspection
of the south waterwheel.
Surveys, lists and inspections might not sound challenging when
compared with dismantling mill machinery or digging out mill ponds, but I
can assure you that tidal basements are not to be trifled with. Whilst the
soft silt at the south end was relatively easily shovelled and swept away
to provide a firm foothold, an attempt to reach the pitwheel of the north
end set of machinery all but led to the loss of one of the party’s (John’s)
boots. Said boots were extricated with great difficulty with feet still inside
them, but there’s no running water in which to clean them off, except by
a long trek across the causeway to a small pool abandoned by the tide.
We lived up to our title, Mucky Mills!
Whilst John (B) surveyed and John (P) and Richard examined the
machinery upstairs, John (C) examined the breastshot waterwheel, 4.8
metres in diameter and 2.1 metres wide with an intermediate ring of
shroud plates. It has been repaired by Derek Ogden in 1973, with five of
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the eighteen cast iron shrouds replaced by new steel ones, and with many
stainless steel brackets bolted on where the cast iron had rusted away so
as not to be able to
fix soleboards and
paddles. Only four of
these steel shrouds
could be identified
with certainty, having
fared better in the
highly corrosive salt
water than the
remaining cast
originals. But whilst
the small brackets
appear intact, the
bolts which secure them have corroded badly. A detailed report will be
submitted to the Mill Manager and the Pembrokeshire National Park
Authorities.
John (B) meanwhile has been back and has used his prodigious skills to
complete another impressive set of drawings. With his permission the
Society will be presenting some of these drawings to the mill, in the hope
that they can be used to raise money towards the upkeep of this site,
unique in Wales.
For future work, Society members Richard and Jane Loveridge recently
contacted the Mucky Mills Coordinator to ask if the gang would be
interested in surveying and recording their mill, Castell Mellte Mill at
Ystradfellte in Breconshire. John Crompton has been down to make a
preliminary assessment.
Richard’s family leased the adjacent house, mill and three fields in 1901,
with the condition that the mill was not to be worked; so it has been out
of use for at least 120 years. But although the walls have collapsed and
possibly been robbed, the hubs and shrouds of the 14ft 9in waterwheel
still lie in the wheelpit, and the short iron upright shaft with wallower,
spur gear and two pairs of Anglesey (?) stones still lie where the rotted8

away hurst frame has collapsed under them. Further work would involve
lifting collapsed building stone out of the wheelpit, digging out the upper
shaft and crown wheel, clearing the fallen rubble and making a more
detailed survey. So if we schedule this for Spring 2020, please let John
Crompton know if you are interested in coming to help.
NEWS FROM THE MILLS
Stuart Mousedale was recently abroad in the LLŷn Peninsula, and reports
that whilst in the bakery at Aberdaron, he saw a collection box for a
community project to
restore the water mill in the
village. He heard that the
group was seeking funding
to restore the mill. We heard
some time ago that the mill
had been bought and the
Society offered advice, but
has not been contacted
since.
Stuart also reports that
Brynkir Woollen Mill seems to be becoming less active. Whilst a local
wool and associated products shop was regretting the lack of a woollen
mill in the area, Brynkir appears to be unhelpful to such enterprises, and
it was closed when Stuart visited on a day which the mill website
advertises as being open.
CASEWORK
Under the auspices of the Mucky Mills Gang, Johns (Brandrick and
Crompton) have been, with the kind permission of the owners, at the
wonderful remains of Ffatri Isaf, Abercegir Woollen Mill near
Machynlleth. Dave Wadley alerted us to the advertised sale of this
property, and having checked that the waterwheel and fulling stocks –
the latter extremely rare – were still in situ, we asked Cadw to List them.
Instead, Cadw has scheduled the machinery under Ancient Monuments
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legislation; Society members gave advice on the correct description
(reported in Newsletter 132). Now the machinery has been recorded in
detail, and John B will be completing his inimitable drawings, to be
presented to Cadw and deposited with the Royal Commission.
MILLS FOR SALE
Member Tim Chilton has just announced that due to personal
circumstances he is placing Pontdolgoch Sawmill and the adjacent
house, Ty Côch (near Caersws, Powys) on the market. Those members
who visited in were fascinated by the fully operating C19th carpenter’s

shop, with its machines driven by a
waterwheel, which had been run by
the Owen family for decades and has
never been out of use. Tim bought
the place in 2005 and has used the
machinery and kept it in good
condition. The house, Ty Côch, is a
three bedroom, two bathroom
longhouse dating from 1650, as
authentic as possible with
10

considerable exposed early woodwork and wattle and dub. Even the
historic bread oven works. The byre part and hayloft over are part of the
house but unconverted but could easily extend the property. There’s
oil/multi-fuel part central heating and ample parking. Outside there are
9.4 acres of land registered as a smallholding, and water for the wheel
comes from a pond on the other side of the main road. On the market
only for only the second time since the early 1800's, the guide price is
£395,000 and the agents are Rural Scene, High Street, Collingbourne
Ducis, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 3EH, tel 01264-850700,
www.ruralscene.co.uk
Described as a rare find, the former woollen mill/forge at Aberarth,
Ceredigion comprises an extended cottage with large kitchen/dining
room, three reception rooms and cloakroom/shower room on the ground
floor, and three
double
bedrooms and
bathroom
upstairs. Outside
there’s ample
parking, a large
south-facing
patio, the former
stone-built stable
and cart house,
and the midC19th stone-built
and slated
former woollen
factory, 11.5 x 11
metres and in need of restoration. Behind is another store, the remains of
the dye room and the iron frame of the backshot waterwheel. The guide
prince is £339,000, and the agents are Morgan & Davies, 4 Market Street,
Aberaeron, Ceredigion, SA46 0AS, tel 01545- 571600; Reference No
R/1979/DD.R/1979/DD
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Melin Bryn Gro, Llanllyfni, North Wales, is described as a beautiful lateC17th former water mill in an elevated position on the western edge of
Snowdonia. It’s an upside-down house, in that the living accommodation
is on the upper floor – large kitchen diner and sitting room, both with
balconies taking advantage of the views - and the four bedrooms, shower

room, WC, utility room and store are on the ground floor. Outside there’s
plenty of parking and a spectacular garden. Leaning against one wall is a
small, galvanised sheet-metal waterwheel, definitely not the original
which was on the far gable – your editor visited the site some years ago.
The property has a guide price of £450,000, and the agents are Dafydd
Hardy, 12 Y Maes, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55 2NF, tel: 01286-677774.
In Rhayader a parcel of land is for sale which contains the ruins of the old
Cwmdauddwr Mill, on the west bank of the River Wye; an opportunity to
purchase a part of history and enjoy it for its amenity value. That rather
unusual selling point ties in with “there may be opportunities, subject to
gaining the necessary planning consents (with the exception of
permanent residential accommodation). The land comprises 1.3 acres
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surrounding the mill and a further 2.6 acre field, both with single bank
fishing rights on the Wye. It may be that the restriction on permanent
residential accommodation is to prevent sale for the building of an estate,
but it has to be admitted that restoration of the mill would present
something
of a
challenge.
The guide
price is
£100,000
and the
agents are
Clare Evans
& Co., 4
North
Street,
Rhayader,
Powys, LD6
5BU, tel
01597 469969.
Society members were
unable to see the interior
of The Old Mill at
Llancarfan, Vale of
Glamorgan, when we held
a meeting in the village in
October 2011, but they
were able to see the
white-painted waterwheel
on the end gable. The
converted mill stands in a
large private garden and
has extensive
accommodation; a large
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split-level entrance hall leads to cloakroom, large sitting room, larger
drawing room and the kitchen/diner. There’s access from the hall
upwards to three bedrooms and a bathroom, and down a spiral stair to
the lower ground floor with another sitting room with the mill machinery
at one end, plus store room and utility room. On the first floor are the
master bedroom with
en-suite, two further
bedrooms and a further
bathroom. Outside
there is a driveway with
extensive parking, a
double garage with
workshop behind and
studio over, terraces
with an electricallyheated swimming pool,
a substantial “Pool
House”, a further
summer house and
extensive lawns. Llancarfan is described as one of the prettiest villages in
the Vale, and lies within easy reach of Cardiff. The property has a guide
price of £975,000 and the agents are Brinsons & Birt, 67 High Street,
Cowbridge, CF71 7AF, tel 01446 361958.
POST-MILLS IN WALES
Your editor’s attempts to stimulate discussion amongst the membership
are exemplified in the cover photograph and story of Newsletter 136.
Why would members living in Wales have to go to Stoke Prior, near
Bromsgrove in Worcestershire if they wanted to see the nearest post mill
to Wales? – Danzey Green Mill was moved from Tanworth-in-Arden to
the Avoncroft Museum of Buildings in 1969-72. To understand the demise
of the post mill in Wales it’s necessary to look at the wider picture. Gerallt
Nash has joined the discussion and writes:
“The earliest confirmed post-mill in Britain is either the one recorded at
14

Amberley, West Sussex, built shortly after 1180 by Bishop Seffrid II of
Winchester, or one at Weedley in East Yorkshire in 1185. Thereafter, they
spread rapidly across England as well as in Flanders and other parts of
western Europe, reaching Wales by the 1260s. It took another 100 years
before the first stone-built tower mills appeared; one was built in the new
town of Winchesey sometime after 1288, and another was built within
the fortifications of Dover Castle in 1294/5. However, even though these
were far sturdier than their timber-built counterparts, stone tower mills
were also much more expensive, which meant that only wealthy
lordships, ecclesiastical or monastic establishments or individuals acting
with Royal patronage, could afford to build them. A tower mill could cost
between twice and four times as much as a post mill, if not more.
Consequently, it must be assumed that the vast majority of early (preReformation) windmills would have been timber-built.”
That post mills did exist in Wales is beyond doubt, so let’s consider the
evidence which we have. Evidence might be divided into four kinds: the
written word, illustration, archaeological and circumstantial or inferential.
Gerallt has provided a list of post mills which are known through historical
records:
When a new settlement was established by Edward I in the Commote of
Menai at Newborough, to accommodate people displaced by the
construction of the new town and castle at Beaumaris, a timber post-mill
was built in 1303, to provide a means of milling grain. It cost a total of
£18. 3s ½d. to build. A similar post-mill, built at Walton, Somerset in
1342/3 cost £11. 12s 11d. The higher cost of the Newborough mill may
well be due to the extra expense involved in purchasing oak timbers in
Llŷn, Caernarfonshire, and then transporting and shipping them across
the Menai Straits to Anglesey, and thence overland to Newborough. In
terms of early windmills (all presumably post-mills) examples were built
across Wales including those at Llantwit Major, Glamorgan (by 1262);
Llantrisant, Glamorgan (destroyed by ‘the Men of Glamorgan’ in an
uprising sometime between 1262 and 1280); Montgomery (by 1233);
Angle, Pembrokeshire (by 1298); Tenby, Pembs (4 built between 130115

31); Holt, Denbighshire (by 1315); Castlemartin, Pembs (by 1324) and
Lamphey, Pembs (by 1326). On Anglesey, in addition to the mill at
Newborough, Einion ap Ieuan, a prominent burgess, was granted a
licence in 1327 to erect a windmill on the ‘Mulne Hill’ just outside the
town walls of Beaumaris, for which he paid the king 6d ground rent
annually. Perhaps the fact that this mill was to be built upon ‘Mill Hill’,
suggests that there had been an earlier windmill here at some time.”
It's interesting to note that all these references are to areas where the
remains of tower mills can still be found; the distinction between areas
where the most suitable power source for milling was wind or water was
clearly being established at an early date.
History also records an early cause of the loss of post mills - the Glyndŵr
Revolt of 1400-1415. Gerallt notes that, “This uprising targeted AngloNorman castles, townships, manorial lands, crops and property. It is
reckoned that nearly all the mills in areas controlled by, or on behalf of,
the crown were damaged or destroyed at this time. Small timber-built
post-mills were an obvious target. Disabling a mill meant, of course, that
flour could not be produced, and this, in turn, presented an effective and
instant means of disrupting not only the food supply but also AngloNorman control over their subjects. References to the destruction of
windmills appear in official inventories at this time. Indeed, nearly a
century after the uprising, the Minister's Account for Castlemartin records
that '...The windmill there is said to be of no value, because it was burnt
in the time of the Welsh rebellion, and has not yet been rebuilt...'. The
effects of the uprising were thus both devastating and long-lasting. When
these mills were eventually reconstructed, many were rebuilt as stone
tower mills. A stone tower mill had been built at Angle, Pembrokeshire by
1480, and another was built at Candleston, Glamorgan (it was buried by
encroaching sand dunes between the 15th and 16th centuries). White
Cross Mill, another tower-mill, was built at Llantwit Major during the late1580s.”
Evidence through illustrations begins to show what these early post mills
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might have looked like. A plan
of Beaumaris published by John
Speed in 1610 shows a twostoreyed post-mill on the clifftop beyond the castle, with its
supporting trestle and crosstrees buried under a mound.
John Ogilvie’s strip map of the
road from Chester to Holywell
illustrates a windmill on Halkyn
Mountain to the south of
Holywell, which may have been
the origin of the scatter of
houses still called
‘Windmill’; Stuart
Mousedale reminds us of
the paper on that
settlement by Bryn Ellis
in Melin 8. George Lees
drew my attention to a
chart of the coast near
Amlwch, Anglesey,
dating from the late-16th
century, with a post mill
with a rather insecure
ladder and handrail to the
door, and the trestle
seemingly enclosed by
planks. Another is shown
on a Llanddyfnan Estate
map, dated 1748, with a
ladder and tail-pole
extending from the rear of
the mill, on a site where a
17

tower mill was built only two years later.
Archaeological evidence in Wales is so far non-existent. The Speed
illustration of Beaumaris shows the trestle which supports the body of the
mill buried in a mound of earth, probably to provide more stability, and
the ‘Windmill Tumps’ on the Caldicot Levels mentioned last time may be
such mounds; examples have been excavated in England, as at
Humberstone in Leicester and at Flixton Park, Suffolk where well-defined
cross trenches marked the cross-trees of the mill’s supporting trestle.
Might one of our Archaeological Trusts investigate such a mound in Wales
sometime?
Lastly, inferential or circumstantial evidence; if the locations of post mills
are known, what can be inferred from near neighbours outside Wales, as
in the case of relict tower mills in south Wales being compared to
counterparts in
Somerset? It could be
inferred that post mills
in north Wales would be
similar to those in
Wirral, Cheshire, where
Bidston Windmill has
been called the best
remaining example of an
Anglesey tower mill.

Immediately next to Bidston tower
mill is a grass-filled cross in the bare
rock surface, marking the position
of the 1596-built post mill which
preceded it; and round the cross is a
groove worn by the tailpole wheel,
as at Pitstone, together with toeholds made by those who heaved
18

the mill into the wind. Might similar marks be found where former Welsh
post mills stood on bare rocky ground?
Two Wirral post mills survived to the
age of photography, and photographs
of their decline document the wooden
structures of the trestle and body, as
well as the circular stone enclosures
protecting the trestle from the
weather.
The above represents a train of thought
rather than a finished piece of research.
My thanks to those who contributed,
and may the search for new evidence
continue.
A FARM WHEEL AT HESCWM ISAF
John Peck, 21st April 2019
I haven't been doing any mill field research since Mike Bennett had his
major stroke. Mike had set out to record all the mills and farm wheels of
Pembrokeshire but has been unable to continue. Without his cheerful
phone calls dragging me away from all the other things we are trying to
achieve here at Felin Hescwm, I had allowed the whole subject to slip into
the background.
I finally raised myself off my butt and went back to mill surveying, sadly
without Mike. Judith, his partner, doubts if he will ever get back into it.
As it is only a 5 minute walk up the hill to Hescwm Isaf I should have done
it years ago. Jo & I noticed the wheel hiding in the brambles soon after we
arrived in Wales on a visit to our neighbours, Owen & Pati, but never
went back to survey it.
The wheel was cast by T Thomas of Cardigan, as shown by the
embossments on two of the visible shrouds, but curiously not on the
other two visible shrouds, the last two shrouds being buried in the years
of infilling earth. Most of the farm wheels, to my knowledge, have the
19

maker's
name on all
the shrouds,
on every
other
shroud, or
have no
maker’s
name at all.
This wheel
having two
consecutive
shrouds
embossed
followed by
the next two
not marked is unusual. The curiosities continue. At 7' 6'' diameter with
only 30 buckets it is the smallest farm wheel I have ever come across.
Most of the farm wheels I have seen have iron spokes, but the spokes of
this wheel are made of wood. Unlike the other farm wheels I have
surveyed which have had sheet iron buckets, this wheel has slots for
wooden ones. The ring gear was connected to the now missing rear
spokes and has the teeth on its inside connecting to the spur gear, the
"sun and planets" arrangement. Some farm wheels have the spur gear
inside the ring gear, like this one, some on the outside. The spur gear is of
a larger diameter than many and has 4 spokes; many of the smaller spur
gears are cast solid with no spokes. The opening in the stonework for the
axles to pass into the barn is also unusual, being a fine and generous
semi-circular arch. There is no sign of where the control for the water
was, nor any remains of the launder. As the spokes and buckets were
wooden, perhaps the launder was also constructed in wood, many farm
wheels having launders made with cast iron sides and sheet iron floors.
The only other find was the outer bearing of the wheel axle half buried in
the jumble of stones.
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I did find where the leat take-off weir and sluice might have been but
there was no real evidence on the ground. However, on the 2nd edition OS
map was marked a pond, dam and sluice further up the stream, but still in
the same field. This pond wasn't on the 1st edition OS map 9 years earlier,
but even so was shown to have been allowed to partially silt up. When I
went up to investigate on the ground, I found yet another piece of
modern development that had made life difficult for us poor field
workers. The water board had built a pumping station right next to the
pond site. In doing so they seem to have disturbed a large number of
sizeable boulders and masked any evidence of the pond dam and sluice.
There is still a marshy area where the pond silted up all those years ago.
Back at the farm and looking in through the semi-circular arched opening
all I could see was masses of bulging concrete. Owen had warned me
many years before that he had filled the gear floor with concrete to level
it up to the front door, making a low ground floor, and burying for ever
any remaining evidence of gears, pulleys and shafts.
21

What has remained is fascinating, what has been blotted out by
"progress" is frustrating. Such is the lot of the amateur mill fieldworker!
BOOK REVIEW
Nigel Harris’s latest book, for he seems to produce them with amazing
regularity, is Corn Mills of the National Trust in England. An introduction
makes the point that nineteen of the approximately 154 corn mills open
to the public are cared for by the National Trust, the largest owner of
such industrial heritage. The first section, “What to look for at NT corn
watermills”, presents a detailed account of mills and their machinery and
of the milling process, drawing examples from some of the mills; then
follows a description of each mill. The whole book is copiously illustrated,
with 120 colour photographs and 25 drawings by our own John Brandrick.
It’s good to see the many different layouts of these mills brought together
in one source. The book is published privately by Mr Harris, 75 pages
hardbound, and is available at £22.50 from the Hampshire Mills Group via
their on-line bookshop
https://www.hampshiremills.org/Book%20One.htm and from Amazon
and Ebay.
Nigel S Harris is the author of several works on mills and milling, most
recently “Watermills and Stoneground Flour Milling”, Wheat Flour
Milling, from Millstones to Rollers”, and “The Corn Mill Drawings of John
Brandrick”.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO.
Newsletter 38, October 1994, was Dr Jon Kissock’s second Newsletter as
editor, and its editorial floated the idea of publishing a list of the names
and addresses of all members. How times have changed; the Data
Protection Act now forbids us to do such a thing. We do not publish
members’ details, and can only put one member in touch with another
with their permission.
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Keeping up the Society’s interest in the work of Cadw, there were short
descriptions of six mills recently Listed: Trericket (visited by the Society in
April 2014), Cenarth (visited in October 2017), Gelligatti, Dreifa Mills at
Cwmorgan, Felin Newydd Grugybar (visited by April 2010) and Felin Wen,
Brawdy. This re-lives the heady days when Cadw seemed to consider that
all mills with surviving machinery should be Listed – what happened?
Brian Taylor was recommending a visit to Melin Nant-y-bai in the Tywi
valley north of Llandovery, which was then derelict; the mill house is now
occupied and the mill survives. There were various notices: on the
publication of a Council for British Archaeology Research Report on the
excavations at the 12th century metal mills of Bordesley Abbey in the
West Midlands, where forge bellows and trip hammers were driven by
water wheels; a 1797 advert for “Patent Bark Mills, on a construction far
superior to any now in use” found in the Hereford Journal by Geoff
Ridyard; on the restoration of Abbey Mills at Tintern; and on the
upcoming Society A.G.M to be held at Newcastle Emlyn. A ‘Mill for Sale’,
Moelwyn Mills at Tanygrisiau, Ffestiniog, believed to be the last fulling
mill in Britain to retain all its machinery, had been acquired by the County
Council in 1983 and was now being sold. Finally, the editor, pleading for
contributions, had suggested that members might provide recipes, and
included two, for bread rolls and oatmeal biscuits, from his own cookery
book. Perhaps your new editor has his own cookery book.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER by December 20th
2019, please, to:
Dafydd Wiliam
St Fagans: National Museum of History
Caerdydd | Cardiff
CF5 6XB.
Ffôn | Phone: 029 2057 3445
Ebost | Email: dafydd.wiliam@museumwales.ac.uk
WMS website: www.welshmills.org
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Marford Mill, Marford near Wrexham (Tim Booth)

Gelligroes Mill, Pontllanfraith, Caerphilly (Andrew Borland)
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