THE CORN MILLS OF LLVN IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY
Eurwyn Wiliam

The land-haldirng units that characterised scciety in the Welsh
heartlands about the time of the English conquest in the late thir-—
teenth century were krnown as the gwely ("resting place’) and the gafael
("holding?). These had been formed sometime after 1100 when arn indivi-—
dual founder appropriated arable land in a particular area. After his
death his descendants spread cut from the original location, sco that

the gwely (usually called after the founder or his sons) would hold
land iv a rumber of neighbouring trefi or townships: indeed, the hald-

ivigs of marny gwelyau aften spread over a wide area. In cases where the
foaunder’s sons contiruwed to haold the land jointly, partiticon amongst
the grandsons produced smaller resting—places, ore to every grandson
and each kriown as a gafaelli3. Sirice the basis of medieval Welsh agri-—
culture was to have all the lands of the township tagether in apen,
hedgeless, fields, a closely—knitted mesh of lands belonging to variacus
qwelyauw cr pafaelion existed in any one township. The lands of free
tenarts were divided betweeri the members of the gwely, with saoans
receiving equal shares on the death of their fatherj; the lands of bond
ternants, on the other hand, were shared acut anew each time orne of their
rivmber  died. The pattern of lard-holding in north-west Wales in the
faurteenth century was thus extremely complex, ard the gwely comprised
bath the territorial structure and the persors bound together in it.

A1l the land belonéed to the lord. Rent for the land was paid by the
quely as a unit, before 1282 to the Welsh princes and thereafter to the
Lrviglish Crown. Apart from rent, all socrts of other rights belonged to
the lard, so that villagers were aobliged ta work a certain number of
days free for him, carry focd ta his mancr—houses, ard pay dues on
cecasions such as marrviage and death. In addition, terants were obliged
La grind their corn in the lord’s mill and pay for that privilege, and
the purpose of this short article is to assess what light a number of
surveys of Crown assets in Gwynedd in the early fourteenth century can
throw on the mills of the hurndred of L1$n and on their users.

fApart fraom a few mills in private hands there were some two dazen
that belonged to the Crown in Llyn, namely those taken over at the
conquest  of 1282 and retained by the central administration. Suit of
mill formed a substantial source aof profit to the exchequer, and in the
carly days the onus of being responsible for the maintenance of the
mille fell arn the sheriff of the county, and later on the persan to
whom a mill might be granted. Irn 1317 the Crown granted the new borough
of Pwllheli, the manor of Neigwl and the profits of the mills of Geirch
and Gwerthyr to a relative of the sheriff, Edmund de Dynieton. In 1318
the mills of Neigwl were added, but in 1319 all the named sites were
transferred instead to Hugh de Fostorn. In 1349, again, the borcughs of
'wllheli  and Nefyn and certain suits of mill were granted to Nigel de
I cvyng, the hero of Conan Doyle's Sir NigellZ].

M1l mills retained by the Crown and administered by the sheriff were
Included in an annual report submitted to the Exchequer. That of 1303
Ay oy example, menticons only the mills of Geirch, Gwerthyr, Nefyn, and
Lhe two mills of Neigwl (ducbus molendinis de Neugalf), the latter an
tmpovtant centre in the commote of Dinllaen(31. In the report for 1306-
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7 thirteen mills are listed, and details of repairs to Gwerthyr mill
are appended, ircluding the wages of Madac the carpenter and Iorwerth
Ddu his assistant, for certain items of ircnwork and for repairing the
waadwark [43. The mill is recorded as being rnewly built, but we carnnct

say with certainty whether the twa carpenters were rebuilding an old
mill which had stccd on the site or repairing a mill which had been
built cnly a few years previously. The armmual report for 1350-1 refers

ta the mills of Geirch and Gwerthyr arnd the two mills at Aberscch,
these last held by Wyn FychanlSk.

Ivi 1343 Edward, the Elack Prince, was created Prirce of Wales, but he
had held the lands which carnstituted the Principality (mostly in north
and west Wales) befcre his formal creaticn. It is a survey made of same
of his possessions in 1335, a survey later to be known as The Recard of
Carmnarvon, that provides us with the best eviderce about the mills
arnd milling arrangements of L1drn in the fcourteenth century. This survey
lists every township that belonged to the Crown in the region and every
gwely and gafael in the hurndred tocgether with the chief landhclders in
each larnd unit and alsc where they ground their corn. Twenty-four mills
are listed in L1¥n, and the remainder of this article will be concerned
with the light this document throws orn the arrangements that existed
betweer the townships and the various mills.

The hurndred of L19n, camprising most of the Ll?h perinsula, was
divided into three commotes. Nire mills were located in the commote of
Gaflagicrn, five in Dinllaen and eight in Cymydmaen. We kricw the loca-
ticem of all the mills in Gaflogicrn and mast of those in  Dinllaen, but
only four of the eight mills in Cymydmaen, namely those of Tywyn,
Neigwl, Bodwrda and Eodrydd. Three of the missing mills bear the names
af individuals, and Melirn Newydd (the rew mill) likewise carnnct be
lacated with certainty. All but Neigwl were very small mills , but
landholders from five townships came to Neigwl to grind their corn. In
Bodrydd township the gwely of Res ap Seisilth patronised the mills of
Eodwrda, Melirn Newydd and Melin Vagheys, the gwely of Georid ap Seisilth

used Melin Wericn Gorid and the pafael of Trefabaythain that of Neigwl. -

A mill existed in Radrydd itself, but cnly the members of cone family,
Dafydd Fycharn and his sans, took their corn to be ground there. We do
not kriow how many families formed each of these landhalding units, but
Bodrydd was a small tcawrship and half-a-dozen families to each gwely is
not  too high an estimate. We have already seen that only cne family
ground its corn at Melirn Wericrm Borid: at Fernllech, which was held by
crne gwely only, half the members of the uriit used Melin Verwith and the
cather half Melirn Teg ap Ath.

Irnn Diwllaern commcote, Trefpced mill was patronised by twco gwelyau from
Trefgarnedd township; Madrun will by are gwely from Madrun; while
Madrun’s other gwely used Melin Yrogheys. Two of Llanncor township's
three gwelyau used the local mill, while the tenants belonging to the
other went to Pistyll. Bwynnus mill was used by cre gwely each fraom
Ny ffryrn, Penwyrn Cybi and Trefgoed. The most important mill  in  the
commcte was BGeirch in the township of Nantceirch. The location of this
mill is not kKnown with certainty but it lay scmewhere on  the river
Geirch, not far from the modern hamlet of Boduan. It was used by
tenants of orne gwely each from Bryncdal, Madrun, Ny f fryri, Botacho,
Treflech and Gwynnus townships.
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It i3 in Gaflogicrn commote, nuowever, that the rull canplexity

of  the arrangemernte becomes apparent. Four of tnhe
were used by tenants from one township alone (Map
mill, for  example, was uwsed by the titenants of

eight mills
2ad. L1 armoa
Llandirwael.

Llandirnwael belonged to the Bishopric of Bangor, with only  twao

plots and six acres (duo mesuania & sex bovat) belonping to  the
Crawrm: the customary Welsh acre was the gqgivalent of four modern
acres, though freguently it was mo mare thanm twao or bhree acres.

These lands were terianted by David Yarngor amd he ground his

praoduce at Llarmor mill, Two mills were located
Melin Uchaf and Melin Izaf. One of these was probabl
of  the existing Melin Sdch. and the other perha
rearer the cea. Melin Uchaf was used by the freehaol
Gron ap Henythli in Sryrcelyn and Cilan, and Melin
wele Kernyrnn ap Henythli in the same townships. This
was a group of free cutsiders that did rnot have the
status as its rneighbouring freehclders.

Badfel mill (Map 2b) was used by are of Llarnnian’s
gwely Kern ap Keythli, and by other members of the
Carniguwch, some ten miles away from Llarngiar, wher
the only tenarts. In 1393 there were twelve tenants
ship and they sent 51 crarmrocks of corn to be ground
was three guarters. Bwelyau in Cilan and Bryrcelyn a
mill, orne in the former and two in the latter. The
mills were Geirch and Gwerthyr. Geirch {(Map 3b)
gwelyau in six townships. From the joint township o
Bachellyn the two gwelvau and one gafael sent their
1293 the ter landhaolders produced 36 crarnmoccke of co

Terants from nine townships sent their produce to
{(Map 3a). Na  mill remains on the site today,
a2stablished farm and small estate was taken over by
Marnhoron estate in the nineteenth century, and th
therefore have been fed by the river S58chL71.
Llargian’s gwelyau sent their produce to this mill,
more distant such as those from Boadfel {(where there
Mantceirch, Cilan and Marchroes. The twenty tenant
gwelyau at Marchroes produced 5S4 crammocks of corn
township of Botwrnog beloriged to the Bishopric of Ea
freeholders of the three gwelyau there likewice sen
to Gwerthyr. ¢

We car now begin to ponder the significance of
complicated arrangements. It appears that the
influencers on  permarnent settlement in the arab
Gaflogion commote in the twelfth century were call
ard  Dywrig, with the former heavily represented 1
peninsula  and the latter in Namtceirch arnd Bodfel €
the rnorth-eastern border of the commote. Much of th
Llyn peninsula was of poor guality and a high propo
remained commors land until the great enclosures
eighteenth arnd 2arly nineteenth centuries. Se
therefore scattered, with guwely founders carefully
the best lands. Communications betweern townships we
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mantary: the routes shown on the maps are by no means the
shartest distarces between twoe points but rather the voads that
are known to have been in existence before the nineteenth
century.

It was entirely logical for =some of Dywrip’'s descendants to use
the mill at Beirch, but it was not so logical for them to use
Gwerthyr {a considerable distance away over poor trackways) and
it is not at all clear why the family of Cenythlin used Gwerthyr
mill in preference to the mills at Aberséch. The descendants of
Cenythlin had no permarnent territorial link with Gwerthyr, any
more than many other families had with other mills. There are
only two possible explanations for the apparent total chacs of
tenants hauling their produce on horseback or in sleds past one
or two mills before finally getting it ground at a mill up to ten
miles away: either the suits of mill noted in these documents are
a fossilised record of lost links between gwelvau and mills which
were once local to them before non—-static settlement became
permarnent, or there was some external compulsion.

Gwerthyr mill is described as nove velenandg, a new mill, in
1306-7, and that may provide a clue. Only twao authorities would
have been sirong encugh to force such a new arrangement upon
their tenants, namely the Welsn princes before 1282 and the
Evglish Crown thereafter. These mills, particularly Beirch and
Gwerthyr, formed one of the Crown’s prime sources of income in
the Principality, arnd it may be that the complex situation that
existed in 1335 was of fairly recent creation. Whatever the true
reasar, the situation did not exist for long: the uprising of
Owain Glyndwr in 1400 made chaocs of the English economic system.
Many of the mills recorded in these documents were destroyed and
allowed to lie disused, while the others were either leased to
Royal favourites or sold, and gradually this led to the dominance
of the independent and estate millers and the milling systems
with which we are most familiar.
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Map 1. The commote of Llf\}n, showing the most importarnt sites
merticnmed in the text
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Map 2. In this sequence of four maps the thickness of the
line represents the number of gwelyau involved, and
the most likely route to be takern:

(a) shaows the routes along which corn came to six mills,
anly one of which (Bachalleth) was supported by its
local township

(b) Badfel mill was used by the tenants of Carrnguwch to the
north, and Llangian, Cilan and Bryncelyn to the south

Map 3(a) Gwerthyr mill was patronised by terants from nine
tawnships, including Nantceirch where Geirch mill was
lacated and Badfel which had its cwn mill. These two
townships each lay’ some five miles ‘distant from
Gwerthyr mill

{(b) Geirch mill was used by the termants of gwelyau in
twelve townships, the furthest of which was Llangian
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